
❑ Phallometric tests are used in 

forensic settings to evidence 

sexual interests in the sex 

offender population

❑ Audio and visual stimuli of 

people of varying ages, genders, 

and stages of undress are used 

in phallometric testing

❑ Penile arousal responses 

evidence target(s) of sexual 

interest

❑ Phallometric tests aid in 

specifying treatment 

interventions and directing risk 

reduction strategies

❑ Phallometric test stimuli 

depicting nude juveniles is 

illegal, but photos of children in 

other stages of undress are used

❑ This poster examines the ethical 

implications of producing and 

using stimuli of real juvenile 

individuals 

Introduction

❑ Card and Olsen (1996) wrote 

most fervently in favor of the 

production and use of real 

juveniles in  stimuli

❑ The authors argued that the 

images and audio files used are 

not significantly different from 

those used in other research or 

clinical purposes that are widely 

accepted such as in medical 

journals or textbooks

❑ It was argued that using the 

images is morally advisable if 

clinicians handle the stimuli 

ethically

❑ Because the images are not being 

used for personal  or 

masturbatory purposes, but for 

sexual arousal in a controlled 

setting, the scientific benefits are 

argued to be greater than the 

risks

❑ The authors asserted there is a 

moral imperative to use the 

images to benefit society, and 

also to refrain from distributing 

the images or using the stimuli 

for nefarious purposes. 

❑ Card and Olsen (1996) noted that 

the faces of the children can be 

digitally altered to protect them 

❑ Using images of juveniles to 

elicit arousal can be viewed as 

victimization (Laws & Gress, 

2004; Leah et al., 2020)

❑ The process of producing the 

images used for phallometric 

testing is also argued to be 

unethical (Marshall, 1996)

❑ Juveniles cannot ethically 

consent to participate in the 

production and use of their 

collected images for the 

purposes of phallometric testing 

(Marshall-Levesque et al., 2018)

❑ Using images of juveniles may 

provide a distorted sense of 

permission to engage in acts that 

are illegal and socially 

unacceptable (Marshall, 1996)

❑ The use of images of real-life 

women or juveniles perpetuates 

the view of them as sexual 

objects, which is detrimental to 

rehabilitation (Marshall, 1996) 

❑ Another argument is that the 

ends do not justify the means as 

data collected from phallometric 

testing is not empirically 

valuable enough to permit the 

continued sexualization of 

juveniles (Marshall, 1996)
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❑ Computer generated stimuli is a 

viable option that eliminates the 

continued victimization of 

juveniles depicted in test stimuli 

(Dennis et al., 2014)

❑ Audio stimuli can be produced by 

adults and altered using 

computers. Audio stimuli can be 

used increasingly as opposed to 

depending upon visual stimuli 

(Abel et al., 1998; Bickle et al., 

2021; Kalmus & Beech, 2005)

❑ Using virtual reality as a medium 

for phallometric testing is 

promising and would eliminate the 

ethical conundrum of using stimuli 

of real-life people (Renaud et al., 

2002)
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